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Lehman Brothers - Cerro Point Blanco

Cerro Point Blanco is about mining and the 
history of extraction in Chile, and of the 
progress of capitalism in Chile seen through 
Herman Melville’s Moby-Dick as a framing 
metaphor. Moby-Dick is a novel inspired by 
the mysterious white whale ‘Mocha Dick’, 
which was said to have lived off the coast 
of Chile in the first half of the 19th century. 
The artist group sees Melville’s polymathic 
novel as a tale pointing to the madness and 
downfall of capitalism, with the Great White 
Whale as the starting point for an explora-
tion of the self-fulfilling drive towards self-
destruction. 

In the hunt for the white whale, however, 
Lehman Brothers have caught the scent of 
something even bigger in the Atacama re-
gion of northern Chile, namely the extraction 
of titanium, whose whiteness and properties 
are highly sought after. The group focuses 
on the American mining company White 
Mountain Titanium Corporation, which ran 
a large titanium mining project in the  Ata-
cama desert under the name Cerro Blanco, a 
mysterious project that went bankrupt and 
disappeared in 2017 despite major investors.

Curated by Christopher Sand-Iversen and 
Hugo Hopping at
SixtyEight Art Institute 2020. 

Kunstkritikk: 
https://kunstkritikk.dk/kald-mig-ismael/

Idoart:
https://www.idoart.dk/blog/tracing-extrac-
tions-with-lehman-brothers

Cerro Point 
Blanco 

HD video B/W
sound ex-
tracts from 
Moby Dick 
23:08 min.
2020

Starbucks 
Leech Vibo-
cold Cube

50 x 50 x 50 
cm.
2020

Titanic Sun 
Blocker X

Installation
titanium, cac-
tus, sunscreen 
600 x 610 cm.
2020

Titanic Sun 
Blocker X

Installation
detail:
cactus with 
sunscreen.
2020
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The killing of Mocha Dick, 1838

The NGC 247 spiral galaxy in the constellation Cetus (the Whale), photographed by La Silla Observatory, 
Atacama, Chile, 2011

Lehman Brothers - Star Trekkin’ Moby 
Dick

Presentation of ARC Residencia research-
project at Galeria NAC in Santiago, where 
the story about Moby Dick is traced back 
to the shores of Chiles - the legendary 
Mocha Dick, and connected to  the star 
constellation Cetus on La SIlla Observa-
tory, paleontological sites in the Atacama 
desert and the mysterious American 
titanium mine Cerro Blanco.

The Great White Whale becomes the 
Great White Mountain and is united in a 
video installation on display in the show 
Cerro Point Blanco on SixtyEight Art Insti-
tute i 2020.

Artist Presentation, Galeria NAC, San-
tiago de Chile 2019.
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Lehman Brothers was founded in 2012 by Peter Birkholm, Morten Espersen, Jonas Kasper Jensen, 
and Kim Young Kilde.
 
The starting point for the group’s work is the takeover of the name: Lehman Brothers. 
 
In the projects of the group, the investment bank and the deregulated capitalism are processed 
through a simulacrum of sorts, taking on everything from economics, raw power, desire, subjec-
tivity, concepts and limits; as seen both within the artistic and the economic field.
 
Lehman Brothers received The Danish Arts Foundation’s exhibition prize for Ballistic First Movers 
on OK Corral, and visual arts work grant i 2016, 2017 and 2018.

Lehman Brothers - Pendulum Rising, 
La Despreciada, Chile, 2018.

 
Land art installation in desert, with two pendulums 

above the double chemicals of Chiles colonial history. 

Germany destroyed the chilean export of sodium 
nitrate in 1922, with their production of ammonia 

as a fatal blow to Chiles economy.

https://www.rotundamagazine.com/en/managing-
new-displacements-from-geography-rodolfo-andaur-

x-carolina-martinez/

Pendulum Rising is part of “Managing New Displacements Of Geography”, an exploration trip ar-
ranged by curator Rodolfo Andaur, to give an in depth view on Chilean contemporary art and its 
relation to the landscape and its colonial history.
 
Lehman Brothers will present a work of land art, connecting the dialectical history of sodium nitrate 
and ammonium nitrate, pointing out their impact on the economies of Chile and Germany, pinpoint-
ing the use of both chemicals as explosives, and as fertilizers, and their respective formation on the 
colonial landscape. 

 The work will involve textual excerpts from the chapters On Time and On Space, in “Critique of Pure 
Reason” by Immanuel Kant.
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Lehman Brothers - Jumping 
Jack Lithuanian Flash, CENTRAS, 

Kaunas 2017

Since Russia invaded Lithuania 
in 1940, there has been a ten-

sion between Lithuania and the 
former communist superpower, 

who lately has returned in the 
guise of the company Gazprom.

http://www.cntrs.lt

Lehman Brothers - Europium Bat for Money Launder-
ing on Sixty Eight Art Institute 16. Juni - 15. Juli 2017.

Curated by Rodolfo Andaur

Bats are fed with doses of Europium during a period of 
one month . This will make their thin skin phosphores-

cent in UV-light. Finally the bats are photographed in 
free flight.

http://www.sixtyeight.dk/laundering.html

Supported 
by:                                                    
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Lehman Brothers - Trojan Barclays Horse on INSTATATA 
Kunsthal Aarhus 1. Juni - 1. Juli 2017.

Curated by Jacob Fabricius

The investment bank Lehman Brothers went bankrupt 
in 2008 in the wake of the financial crisis. Barclays 
Bank bought most of the remaining assets.

In 2012 Lehman Brothers resurfaced as an artist group 
with the name and glamour of high risk investments 
but no assets in possession.

Now we claw back on the 1st of every month.

A series of photos following the share acquisitions 
of Barclays Bank stocks on Saxo Banks online invest-
mentbank – Saxo Bank is Barclays financial cooperator 
in Denmark.  We upload daily a new screenshot of 
Barclays share prices, so that one can  follow the curve 
i 25 days starting from the 1. Juni og ending the 1. July.

https://www.instagram.com/instatata_kunsthalaar-
hus/
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Lehman Brothers -  The Future of Law 
Enforcement, HD Video 1:03:28.

ROBOCOP – The Future of Law Enforce-
ment, screenplay by Edward Neumeyer 
and Michael Miner, 1986, 4.draft. Filmed 
by Lehman Brothers on Body Cam police-
cameras in the desert on the island 
Anholt in 2016.

The Future of Law Enforcement
Screening Saturday 10. December 8.00 PM
RAT School of Art, Seoul, South Korea

Lehman Brothers - The Future of Law Enforcement

A Lehman Brothers recording of a re-enactment of the 
science fiction classic ROBOCOP by the Dutch director 
Paul Verhoeven from 1987. 
The video is shot on four police cameras attached to 
the breast located in the middle of the only Danish 
desert. The members of Lehman Brothers are wearing 
mirror sunglasses and are in consumption and under 
constant influence of Jack Daniel’s and Camels. 
The result is shown on a split screen projection.

The video is the main part of the total video installa-
tion Lehman Brothers - Ballistic First Movers on OK 
Corral and is screened separatly on RAT School of Art 
in Seoul, Southkorea, December 2016 and on Museo 
Nacional de Arte, curated by Gabriel Mestre, Mexico 
City, February 2017.

Supported by:                                                    
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Lehman Brothers -  Ballistic First Movers, 
Installationview OK Corral 2016.

Lehman Brothers will, through a video- installation at OK 
Corral during Copenhagen Art Week, greedily examine the 
ballistics, technology and logistics catastrophic potential - 
past, present and future.

Imagine how future humans, in a post-apocalyptic indus-
trial inferior future, long for sublime, high-end mechanical 
force discharges, and the history of bygone technological 
prowess and finesse. While we imagine this future, we 
recall the conquest of the North American continent as 
landscape, the striving towards profits and the horizon, 
the Frontier, which drove all the indigenous cultures into 
history’s garbage dump, made possible by efficient logistics 
and mass-produced firearms - not least with mythical and 
theological representations through linear text.

Nostalgic future scenarios and romantic western punk will 
embed itself into OK Corral’s cellar through projection of a 
re-enactment of the science fiction classic ROBOCOP, and 
concretely in the space, by all sorts of artifacts more or less 
ballistic in character.

Lehman Brothers work tirelessly on the satisfaction of our 
own desires and the possibility of immediate profit on the 
lowest bottom line and at the same time opens up for the 
capital’s most aggressive omnipresence – as juridical text, 
ammunition and swarm consciousness.

Ballistic First Movers was prized by the Danish Art Founda-
tion in 2016. See link for review.

https://www.facebook.com/kunstfond/
posts/547135462162483

http://www.bkf.dk/web/guest/billedkunstneren
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Lehman Brothers
Ballistic First Movers
OK Corral
Rolighedsvej 9 kl.
1958 Frederiksberg

Opening: 26. Aug. 2016  5.00-9.00 PM
From 27. Aug. – 17 Sept. 2016

Lehman Brothers - Ballistic First Movers is a total video installation 
on OK Corral, which consists of the following elements

• A Lehman Brothers recording of a re-enactment of the sci-
ence fiction classic ROBOCOP by the Dutch director Paul Verhoeven 
from 1987. The video is shot on four police cameras attached to the 
breast located in the middle of the only Danish desert. The members 
of Lehman Brothers are wearing mirror sunglasses and are in con-
sumption and under constant influence of Jack Daniel’s and Camels. 
The result is shown on a split screen projection.

• A Lehman Brothers Mosquito Desert Farm will hatch hun-
dreds of mosquitos from larvae during the exhibition period. The 
process in the still water aquarium and the small swarming blood-
suckers will be beautifully lightened up by blue-violet midnight light 
and transmitted by horizontal and vertical scarlet-red laser beams 
from three positioned spirit levels.

• Electrical humidifiers that vaporize and smells of Jack Daniel’s 
Tennessee Whiskey and Lehman Brothers Whiskey ’Ashes of Disas-
ter’ - a sponsorship from Lehman Brothers Whisky (NY), which in 
the years after the crash of the investment bank Lehman Brothers’, 
started their own distillery under the same infamous name. Lehman 
Brothers Whiskey has just been through a longer court case about 
the legal rights for the name, with the British bank Barclays, who 
after the bankruptcy in 2008 bought major assets and the rest of the 
shares in the investment bank Lehman Brothers.

 
List of works:

Lehman Brothers - The ROBOCOP Reenactment: HD Video 1:03:28
ROBOCOP screenplay, 1986, 4.draft. Filmed on Body Cam police 
cameras in the desert on the island Anholt, 2016.

Lehman Brothers - Minor Ballistic Spirit Breezers: Laser spirit levels, 
vaporizers with Lehman Brothers / Jack Daniels whiskey, mosquito 
farm in aquarium with glowing light bulb.

http://okcorral.dk/filter/past/Lehman-BrothersBallistic-first-movers

Lehman Brothers - The ROBOCOP Re-enactment, 
The Future of Law Enforcement, HD Video 1:03:28. Instal-
lationview and stills, OK Corral 2016. 

Supported by:                                                    
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Lehman Brothers
-  Surfin’ the Bucharest Billboards
Bucharest Biennale 7 - 26. May - 30. June 2016
Curated by Niels van Tomme

 

 Lehman Brothers has been invited to participate in the Bucharest Biennale 7, in Romania 2016 – an extensive billboard exhibition with the title What 
Are We Building Down There, curated by Niels van Tomme (BE), De Appel, Amsterdam. 

 As usual, we put our own enterprise as an artist group and as a very bad worldwide brand before anything else. We seek to conquer, profit and move 
on. Regardless. 
 Inspired by bad business school and military academy readings of Deleuze, we will pop up here and there and everywhere, in a sort of lowlife sublime 
and rhizomatic mode - and in a fury of highly aggressive neoliberal ideals.
 
Here’s our plan of operation.
The billboard picture will be created through the following process: 

 1 LEU bank note will be bleached and buried, then handwritten on with the text “Lehman Brothers Surfin’ the Bucharest Billboards” and finally cov-
ered with lines of cocaine before the complete setup is scanned. 

- God bless and bleach

*LEU is the romanian currency.

http://www.bucharestbiennale.org

Surfin’ The Bucharest 
Billboards, 320 x 240 cm. 
The Bucharest Biennale 
7, 2016.

Supported by:                                                    
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Lehman Bros. - Surfin’ The 
Bucharest Billboards, 
320 x 240 cm.
The Bucharest Biennale 7, 
2016. 


